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Bessie! petMens In favor of eeaanctpetioo of the slaves
wwpmmnd.

Petitions war* mlao prssented for the employment of
toamenpsthic physicians in the army.

national armory at ths set.
HP. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, presented a petition from

Ike Mayor, to., of Springfield, Ohio, for a national armorythere.
Mr. Lamb, (rep.) of Ind., presented a petition from the

Board of Trade of Indianapolis, in relation to a national
armory.

ths public laitm.
Mr. Kmo, (rep.) of N. Y., presented a petition against

all farther traffic In the pnhlks lands.
ran coast subnet.

Mr. Harms, (rep.) of N. Y., presented a memorial from
the Chamber of Commerce, and others, In favor of the
continuation of the coast survey.

frauds on ran government.
Mr. Harms also presented the resolutions of the Asasm

My sf the State of New York relative to frauds committedupon the government, to.
report on ths morgan naval ptrchasnb.

Mr. Hill, (rep.) of N. H., from the Naval Committee,
needs a report in relation to the answer of the Secretary
*f Mm Navy to the resolution in regard to the "Morgan
contracts."

suppresrion op the rebellion.
Mr. Wade, (rep.) of Ohio, offered a joint resolution in

crder to develops, concentrate and bring into effect the
Mechanical resources of the United States for the suppressionof the rebellion and future defence of the
conntry. The Superintendent of the Census is authorized
in Derform lurh Lhinifi nnriar the dirAr.tinn of th«

tory of War, and to collect such war statistics aa >in the
fudgmant of the Secretary of War may be right and
proper.
Mr. Sum, (rap.) of Wis., opposed patting tha Superintendentor tha Census under the direction of tha Secre

tary of War.
On motion of Mr. Fessbndkx, (rap.) or Me., the latter

Crtof the resolution waa modified so aa to read "tha
parintendent of tha Census is authorized to rurniah the

Secretary of War with such war statistics from time to
time aa tha Secretary of War may deem necessary for tha
Ma of the Department.''
The Absolution waa then passed.

altering sail!SO VESSELS INTO STEAMEES.
Mr. Hale offered a resolution that the Secretary of the

Maey inform the Senate what was the coat of tha Pennsylvania,and how many cruises she had made; also,
where the ship Alabama was built, what waa her coat,
whether she was fit for a sailing vessel, and wbether she
could be altered into a steamer, Ac. Laid over.

tub afbicak slave tkadb.
Mr. Wiisox, (rep.) of Mass., introduced a bill for the

more effectual suppreesion of the elave trade. Referred
THE rRANKlim PETVn.EOB.

Mr. Kino presented a resolution from the Legislature of
Hew York Instructing Senators to vote for the abolition
ef the franking privilege. Referred.

hkcret sessions ov congress.
Mr. Wads called up the resolution making an addition

t# the Joint rules of both houses, as follows;.That
whan any member of the Houpe or Senate shall rise
to bis sent, and ahall say that the Executive department
of the government desires immediate ac tion on any mat
tor pertaining to the suppression of the present rebellion,
the House or Senate, aMMie case may be, shall go into
secret session and proceed to the consideration of the
mmmvp proposed, and the debate thereon shall be
mailed to flee minutes for each speaker; and the vote
thereon shall be taken before the adjournment of the
secret seesion. Any branch of the secrecy, uulass the injunctionis removed, shall be punishable by expulsion if
by a member, and it by any officer of the House or
Senate, as the body In which it occurs shall impose.

Mr. Wade moved the resolution be so modified as to
Ctrike out-the limitation of tha debate to flve minutes,
though bethought we never learned anything after a
person had spoken for flve minutes.

Mr. srxnkr, (rep.) of Mass., offered an amendment,that tha question of going into secret session shall be sub
milled to the body in which It is proposed, and if the ma
Jority decide to do so, then go immediately into secret
session without debate.
Mr. PswqtKDBN had no objection to the resolution, and

no objection to the amendment of the Senator from Mas.
n&chusetta, If it referred only to the3enate; but this was
a joint rule, and the House would be In a position to goInto secret session.

Mr. Kownta. (rep.) of Conn . did not believe in what
was fscetiously called secret session. Ho thought what
transpired in secret session was reported sooner than
what took place in open session, he did not think secret
sessions an element of power. He did not object to tha
resolution, however, but ho was opposed to giving eitbi*
bouse power of arbitrary punishment over an officer of
tts body.

Mr. TarXBt'LL, (rep.) of 111., was glad the resolution
was offered. He said for some reason the whole country
felt more hopeful, and thought th<- army should be used
to put down the rebellion. There seemed to be
more activity and preparation for movements. He
thought this was due to lh» War Committee, lie did not
believe In secret session. Tbo people ought to know all
lb it was done: but If the .Senate thought It necessary to
do certain business in secret session he did not object.
Bui it was a grent power to put in the bands of any singlemember to compel either body to go into secret session.He said it was the rule Dow to expel any member
who divulged the proceedings of the secret se xion. yetwhat do we see now? Nearly everything published the
Bext day aDd exaggerated. He would rather have the
tegular report than these garbled accounts.
Mr ciiaxdim, (rep.) of Mich., urged the necessity of the

measure, but would leave the punishment to tbo dlscro
km of the body. If there was a traitor in the body who

divulged the secrets he would hang him.
Mr. Hale wanted to say a single word about the disgraceof having garbled reports of everything done in

secret seesiou, and gave notice that in future if he saw
the rules relative to secrrey broken he would bring the
subject to the notir# of the Senate, And endeavor to have
the offender punished.

Mr. Wane said there were measures which ought to be
considered in secret session, and if we had this rule he
should move secret session on them immediately. If
they wers considered in open session the rebels would
know sll about them in an hour. The Senator did not
seem to gealiss that ws were in war: Indeed war was so
much ltVfc peace he might not think we were in war; but
the committee, of which he was A member (Committee
en War) determined that something should be dune.
We must act with the (executive Department, or else
force the Executive to take powers which belong to Odd
grass
The resolution was mo-HAed so that when any membersokes a motion to go into secret aeesion the doors shall

be shut and the member state the reasons, and the majoritydetermine whether to continue in secret session.
On moikm of Mr. Susans* the subject was postponedtill to-morrow.

im ram or an. muust.
It# ! ATH AM /firm ') of Cat nrtUMMtfUgl lA a.^ale al lew-.V

Id favor of Mr. Wight. He contend*! that public opinion«T March 1, 1M1, waa different from what it in now. and
the Senator from Indiana wan uot to be judged by opinion
now for what be did when opinion waa very different. If
the letter, written by the Senator from Indiana, had been
read in the Senate oa the 2d of March It would have fallen
harmleee. He referred to and road the apeecti of the
Senator from Texas (Mr. Wigfall), delivered on the 2d
of March, which waa full of treason, yet no notice waa
taken. He aleo referred to the apeerb of Mr Tooniba on
the 2d of January, declaring that the South bad armed
themeelvea. Tet theee men were allowed Vo go home.
If from these apeer.be* the Senator from Indiana knew
that war wan Inevitable, other Senator* niuet have known
It, and they are finally guilty for not having thee* irai
tor* arreated. Noueof thane ipeecbe* were believed hy
the people of the country, and none of these Senator*
were expelled or their name* left off the roll
till July. He claimed that on the 1*1 of
March thera waa no war, and no one
dreamed that war would ensue Congress did not
believe there wmild beany war. for it adjourned on the
4th of March without even the Introduction of any mea
urea calculated ft* a etate of wwr. He quoted the inaufuralof the President and the apeeche* of Messrs. Maaon.
louglaa and Fe«*enden. all madr after the letter waa

written, and all aaaerting tliat there waa no war He aleo

Tooted the Secretary of state's Inatrnctlon* M late as me
Oth of April, stating that there waa no war. The mail*
were not »totrp*d till May. Me contended that all theee
facta showed conclusively that no one bettered there
would be war, And there could be no di«loyal Intent In
ftbemind of the "enator from Indiana, when he w,*oie the
letter a* early as the let of March Many newspaper*are now bowling for blood. The Senator from Indiana
waa iban willing to let tha Southern Ptat<«go in pone*rather than hare war. Ha read an exti act from the s*?w
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Ywfc Mfcms of November 8, 1Mb The IHnHr ft. I
Kentuckynw to tail fkait with the Senator from Indl- 1
mm tatUH Mvotod for Breckinridge. He fMr. Latham) t
llM TOM fcf BNflklttfMiV. I

Mr. Btn(tMN), ki «m|Wm4km« <

«fthee.Serai ticket raala Minna, when the only ohpwl
*M to .«i. do.l of DougUs Mad the ninoto* »f f
Line. Ha uM If the 9.tor ft. Cnhforoia sub <

aarlbad to tha dooti. «f .to rights, aa taught by the
Vtrfltom Bolittoku*l£lJ*t..aWhewaaaat toMdirertodintothedi* i

o.ton of party polities. Hta views on ..to rights j
vara wail known, tat ha bad always oppoaad Um aeoartooof aaiMiMtKiM tbo int.

_ _

Mr. Daaawaa (lad tohaar U. Ho thought Um doc- 1
trine of Stole rights.m entertained by U»o Virginia po>i- '

Udaaa, craatod all Aa political mischief, and debauched i

the public nind.
Mr. Lawam oontlouod.He was oppoaad to the pre.

aarlptloo of any man for political opinions, tha holla of
timo ara ringing changes foot, and the eld landmarks of :
the constitution are fading away. The liberty of the preas <

la gooa. aad citiaaos ara rotting in political baatilaa boyoadtha power of tha habeas oorpua. If tha govern-
mot wooId cling to the constitution wa must triumph as
are aa night succeeds day; bat if net, ha feared we waro
on that stream which bears natloaa down to the great
ooaan of oblivion, to be forgotten fbr aver aad aver.
Tha Senate went into executive a.ion, and subsequentlymourned. I

Honsa af Hepreseatativu.
WAsarsoTOK, lan. 27,1862.

WL1TABT BOAS SO Ddcmt CTTT.

Mr. Warn, delegate ft. New Mexico, introduced a
bill in aid of. construction of a military road west of
the Mioaonri river, via Forts Leavenworth and Riley, to
Denver Oily Referred to the Select Committee on the
Pacific Railroad.
ALTKKATKMI ». RATIO or FOOTAGB OX SCWBrAF..

Mr. Colfax, (rep.) of Iod., Introduced a bill to render
more uniform the postage on printed matter. Referred
to the Post Office Committee. He Mid, to explanation,
that instead of the three hundred rates now existing on

printed matter, it provided for three. On newspapers
lees than two ounoes in weight, and on which postage is
now chargeable low, it makes the postage five cents per
quarter; lor weeklies, when carried lees than ten thousandmiles, ten cents; for semi weeklies, 4c.,s according
to the number of issues per week, and on magasinesand
periodicals a half cent per ounce. and on books and other
mailable matter sent through the mails, one cent per
ounoe; when over two thousand miles, double portage.
He said this would simplify the rates so that every postmasterand subscriber could understand them clearly,
which they could not now, and it would supeasede the
rates of three and a quarter end six and a half cents per
quarter, which no one could pay exactly in any federal
coin.

Dtaan ox thb slavskt qunmov.
The House went into Committee of the Whole on the

West Point Academy bill.
Mr. Mxxzra. (Union) of Ky., in reply to the gentleman

who preceded nlm In debate, explained the position of
Kentucky neutrality, which, he said, was the ]>olicy <

adopted by the d isunionists, so that they might for
awhile enjoy the benefits of the Union without sharing in
the responsibility for its preservation, and finally carry 1
over the State to the rebels. The disunionlsts in Ken- I
tucky acted worse than the rebels of the revolted States, (

because they tried to transfer that State to the rebels
when they knew that a large majority of the people were
against it. The Union men-of Kentucky have done as '

much for the general government as they possibly could Junder the circumstances, and of this the administru- '

tion is aware, and appreciated it. He CMr. Men- '

zies) combatted the principle enunciated by Mr. Stevens, '

of Pennsylvania, to emancipate the slaves of the rebels. J
and to compensate loyal masters for this description of j
property. He (Mr. Stevens) must have obtained this jidea from that illustrious man, James Buchanan, whose 1
representative he was, livtaig in the Lancaster district. 1
Mr. Srsvxxs, (rep.i ot A., disclaimed intimacy with jMr. Buchanan. Hs had not spoken to him since he at- Jtempted to make Kansas a slave State. 1

Mr. Mxxxim (resuming) alluded to the Ostend Mani- 1

feeto, in which Mr. Buchanan, with other abler Miniates* 1
to foreign courts, advocated the purchase of Cuba. This f
was to buy property of a foreign Power; but the pro- 1
position of Mr. Stevens was to buy the property of loyal e
citizens without consulting them as to the price. He 1
(Mr. Menzies) stood by the constitution of his fathers, L
which could not be perverted to the scheme ^
of general emancipation. The plea of necessity r

was no justification. No such necessity exists. The ex- *
soutive branch of the government is with us for the preservationof the constitution and the Union and for car- n

rying on the war according to the platform offered by 11
Mr. Crittenden and adopted in July last. Our conduct °

should at least be so shaped as to do th* least injury to s
loyal man. When the rebels shall have repented of their *

sins and eaten of the husks which the swine should eat, *

he (Mr. Meuztea), for one. would receive them back. This >

was the first point at which he wished to have any peace- e
able intercourse with them. P

Mr. Kirmtx, (rep.) of Ohio, said this question 11
or slavery is in, over and through everything; I
politically spMking, it Is everything. He main- v
lained that slaver* is war. nrostcntiutf it* own *1

purpoMS through its own means or aggression and con- 81

quest, and when the people of the free States resolved to r

put a limit to the further extension of the war, slavery u

took up its old war club. The election of Ifr. Linco'n '
had nothing to do with this war. In the event of the b
election of Mr. Douglas, with a Blight difference, the same n
contest would have ensued. In the fundamental law h
slaves are known only as persons, and legislat ion by Congressis without limitation as to persons. There is the
amplest power within the limits of the constitution for "
changing the personal ttaiut of these slaves. He would fl
confiscate the property of rebels; declare them free. *

Reasons might bf found-to go further than this. Accord- a

mg to present policy we are allies of our enemies against 8

ourselves. A nation which goes into >his contest so mln- n

cingly, befooled and besotted, will find in the end there is *
indeed a death struggle. Gentlemen who turn thi-ir pal* f<
lid faces awey and hold their weak stomachs, must go to
the rear, while the brunt of the battle will be placed
in other hands. Wherever ,he could And constitutional I*
right to deal with slavery he would strike it a blow, and n

pray God, to make the blow effectual, 'lbe people are in
advai)£e of the President, ahead of the slow, baiting pro
gress of argumentation: the wisdom of the radical forces 11
has produced a radjjgl movement, not among politicians. 81
but among tba races of mon. t!
Mr. SmcmxLD, (opp.) of Rhode Island, expressed bis P

surprise at the sentiment here enunciated that Congress "

has power by a single enactment to emancipate ail the r"

slaves held under the lawa of all slavebolding States; and W
after this announcement, he was not at all surprised to
hear the principle asserted that in a certain emergency d<
congress had power to declare a dictator to control the dl
government. According to his view tho constitution was it;
a compact of the entire people with every individual by 0
which government is bound to afford protection, and the "

people to render obedience on the terms and conditions b<
set forth in the constitution. We cannot take property <1
excepting by due iproeess of law, and this provision si
is governed by the other prohibiting the passage of any 8

bill of attainder. The constitution must bo taken as a d
whole, not in detatched parts. It is an instrument of
delegated and limited powers. Wo have no right to in- d
struct the Executive in the discharge of bis duties any c
more than the Executive has to instruct C'ongn ss how
they shall perform theirs. The powers of Cougrces ond E
when the annus are in the field, thou the President is at a

the head of them. The laws tff peace give way to the b
laws of war. A state of peace is inconsistent with a >
slate of war. The two cannot exist together. He argued, *

quoting from the Supreme Court decisions, to show the '

execution and dirts lion of war is with the President. tl
According to the laws of war he had no doubt the Presi- s
dent in marching the armies in the enemies' country, haa
the right to order the capture of the personal pro c

perty of the rebels, but ho would not under- c
take to legislate rebellion down. Ho would put g
It down 10 tho only way it could be put down, namely, '<

liy fighting, and alter the war wag over he would art m f
reference to the slave* with the best light he should then *

have. He believed Congre** ha* now nothing to do with a
the question. They should nut be divided in council, I
but unite ail their energy in prosecuting the war.

THa WRFT POINT XCXPKNY HTM I'AWID.
Promiscuous debate was her# closed, when the Military f

Academy Appropriation bill was read, and reported to 1
the House without amendment, and passed. <

thb nxarvTivn, jcphul snii lbqislattvi appropriation '
nix. t

Theoonnderatlcn of the Fxccutive, Judicial and Legig. <
Istlve Appropriation hill was resumed.

Mr. V A. Conklino, (rep.1 of N. Y., moved an amend '
menl that no provision in s bill shall be combined as
giving authority to any Senator or representative tore
ceive more than two mileage* for tbi* Congress.
The Chairman ruled the amendments out of order, ss independentlegislation. I
W.iboul concluding action on the blil the Houso adjourned.
PTJBCHA8E8 OF NAVAL VESSELS.

^

The Senate Committee on Saval Affairs
In Reply to Secretary Welles.

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred
the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, In answar to a

resolution of the Senate of the 9th instant, relative to
the employment of George D. Morgan, of New York, to
purchase vessels for the government, ask leave to report.

Thst they have given to the subject that careful considerationwhich Ita important chniacter socmen te demand,and they now submit the result of their examinationto the Senate, liy the letter of the Secretary the
committee and the Senate are relieved from all embarrassmentas to the evidence of th- transact,one under
consideration, as the facts are plainly atated by the Secntirv win w.fhuiiL f>ii-I*>Avorinff to coiic.i.i! n. v»«r un

any of the pr"m:n«nt features of the <w, l»im* to his
letter that tt is * matter for praise rather than ^en*tirr and
that his e >n<luct w«* the faithful fulfilment n- hi* public
duty and Mr Geo. D. Morgan, the agent employed, andwho admits in hia letter to the chairman of the t'ommit-
tee on Naval Affairs in the Hotiae of Ro| res ntativea,
which theWecrrtary of the Navy ad pis »t'd malt** a iiart
of hi* re|«Tt to tli, *eiitit<\ thai lie has already ret en ed
seventy th usand 'foliar* f|70,000) for tha brief period of
a few mom ha in which he wae employed, solemnly de i
claree, upon hie character and resfionsibility as a mar-
chant and a roan of foulness, that he regards the systemadopted by the Secretary u» wise, and, If faithfully and
well carried <mt at thta tims, highly conducive to the publie Interest* If this he true, sod the transaction deserves
praise, and is the faithful fulfilment of public duty, and.
If faithfully and w<di carried out, highly conducive to
the pubic Interests, then t <*ight to be incorporated Into I
our ordinary and regular mode of furnishing supplies for <
cur army and navy and extended u> as many branches of t
the public service sa possible <

tub ycrfrrio* or cunt rasa-nog.
In order to form a proper estimate of this system so t

much lauded br the .secretary and his agent, let us aoe, i
in the first pines, precisely what it Is. The government i
pre <*eg to buy a large nu in Iter of veaaels,and e:ni»l iys an t
sgeut to purchase tin m allow ing him to receive from the t
seder two nnd a half per rent on the pric? paid t
for each raestl.in other w< rd* <tiel. rtieth of »r"|

rw TORE HERALD, TUB
he money paid by the gwvernmeut tar each and inn
nasal bought u paid la the agent thaa employed. That

the eontract, fairly stated, in brief and siia^U language.If Ita Secretary had not raiaad tha question it
*>uWl hardly hbre atalUed of a doubt that tMe uoaspauntionIs wholly and axcluaivsly paid by tha government
root tha public trsaaury. Bat tha Secretary labors uularthe hallucination that this mouey docs not come from
ha Mftnaaul, and admits that if it did, or if hla agent
tad been paid by a Axed salary-or a percentage, however.dsrau, payable by tha government, tt would onqucsaonablybars boon,a vietattoo-of law. His language is.
'Law baa mm Vsaa violated by tbs establishment and
iparatioo of the system, as it unquestionably would have
lean if I had appointed a mercantile agent to do tnis
eerk at a Axed salary, or at a par cantags, however moderate."
As tha Secretary of tha Nary hare admits that If this

par cantagu had been paid by the government, the transactionwould unquestionably have bean a violation of law,
four oommtltae ask the attention of the Senate to a brief
lamination of that question, if question it may be called.
TO the minds of your committee nothing can be plainer

thaa that every sailer Uses tha price or tha article he
proposes to sell by deference to the cost of the same up to
tha time <>f tha sale. If the vessel, for example, has to
be brought from one place to another before the sale is
onmpleted, or If a tax Is levied by the government on the
sale, or if a par centage is payable to the Stale or national
government, or to any on# else, on the amount received
for tha vessel, can It be necessary to argue tha propositionthat the cost of such transportation, or the tax, or
tha par centage, ia considered by the seller in Axing his
price, and m paid by the purchaser!1 Nr. Morgan, it
must be remembered, in every instance in which ho
made a purchase, informed the person of whom he proposedto bay, that twd^ind a half per cant on tha amount
paid must go to him; and it appears to your committee to1
be an Impeachment of common sense to pretend that the
filer did not Include that commission fn the. prlbo for
which he consented to sell. The gross amount for which
the Teasel ia to be purchased, including that which goes
to the seller and that which Mr. Morgan retains in his
own hands, all coiues directly from the Treasury of the
UniUxLStatee, and no part'of it from any other source,
and it m impossible for your committee to conceive .how
the most ingenious and subtle sophistry can imposo upon
ths simplest understanding the impression or belief that
the United States does not directly |«y this money.

MBRCAKT1U CUSTOM.
It is claimed that this arrangement is in accordance

with the usual mercantile custom. However that-may
be.and the committee wilt say something of that hereafter.yourcommittee are of opinion, in the language of
an eminent and highly respectable gentleman of New
Yorlc with whom they have had occasion to correspond,
that the "making a government agent' for purchase
dependent upon the seller for his compensation, and
making that compensation depeudont upon the extent
and costliness of his purchases is immoral and corrupting,and tends to extravagance, to collusion and to fraud."
Human virtue is frail enosgh when surrounded by all

the inducements to honesty which can be thrown around
it as safeguards, and accordingly It has been found to be
the wisest policy in the conduct of the ordinary affairs
of life, as far as practicable, to make duty and Interest
to coincide; but by this system of the Secretary a direct
pecuniary premium is offered to dishonesty and" treachery.Instead of its being for the interest of tho agent
sarefuliy to guard and protect the rights and interests of
the government for which he acts, and to purchase the
vessel for tho lowest price at which she can be bought,
tie has a direct pecuniary Interest in paying the largest
possible price which the seller can, with any show of detency,demand, and thus his interests are brought in
iircct conflict with his duty.
Now, although Mr. Morgan, with the seventy thousand

lollars in his pocket, avers npon his "character and rei(vusibility as a merchant and a man of business" that
Jils Is "a wise system, and if well and faithfully carried
tut at this time, highly conducive to the public inte-ests,"yet it unfortunately happens that the universal
udgment of mankind is of a very different character,
rhus no jndge or juror is allowed to sit in a case wliero
le has the slightest pecuniary interest, and if it were
mown that a referee, arbitrator or umpire between two
larties was to have his compensation dependent upon
he amount which he should atljudgo tho one party to pay
o (he other, all men everywhere would join in denouncnghis decision as, if not dishonest and corrupt, at least
inworthy of any confidence. The proposition that one
a&n should act as agent for another and have a direct
iecuniary interest adverse to his employer, and prom'ptnghim to make large purchases at high prices, with his
ompensatton constantly increasing in direct proportion
o the number of his purchases and the extravagance of
he prices which he compels his employer to pay, seems
o your committee to be a proposition so monstrous as to
quire no argument to demonstrate Its inexpediency
nd Immorality.
At the time this arrangement was made there were
laiiy other other things of which the government was
t pressing want, as well as vessels, such as horses,
eef cattle, arms, he., and ir the system adoptod by tho
cretary of the Navy for the purchase of vessels were
rise and a faithful discharge of a public duty, why
rould it sot also be a proper mode of purchasing horses f
'et what would have been said if an agent had been
raployed to purchase horses, and to receive as a comensationfor his services a commission of two and a
ialf per cent on the amount he should pay for them ?
k es not every oae perceive that such aa arrangement
rould have been an invitation to fraud and a premium
pon dishonesty 1 And your committee arc by no means
atisfled that just such a consequence aa might natuallyhare been anticipated to follow such an arrangementhas not resulted in the (resent case, and that,
mstcad of saving, as the Secretary flatters himself he
as. some twenty-five per cent on tho amount demandedby the sellers of the vessels purchased, be
as not actually paid more for those vessels than
hey might have been obtained for If no such course
ad been adopted, lndoed, to your committee
seems altogether probable that such was the

tct for the very announcement that an agent
ras in the market to buy vessels for the government,
nil that he was to be paid two and a half per cent on the
mount paid for the purchases he might make, we sub
it, would naturally suggest to every seller that here
'as a rare opportunity.such as never had occurred bemre,and in all human probability never would occur
gain.where the interest of both bu/tffmnd seller united
i fixing the largest price that could be demanded and
aid without shocking the moral sense Of the commu
Ity.

TUB QCfcTIOK Of XCOJWBT.
Nor are the committee at all shaken in this opinion by
me oetcntatlous display in parallel columns In the table
illxad to tbe Secretary's letter of the price aaked and
it price paid for each vessel. The manner in which a
reat saving is made to tbe government, or rather is
iade to appear, is by putting down fabulous and errp»ousprice: m tbe coiump of prices asked, side by side
ith Uie -rces paid. Tnus, the price asked for the
aamship Mississippi is two hundred and fifty thousand
mllars ($-d.r>0,W0), and the price paid i| two huntedthousand dollars ((200400), making a savigin tli,a trade alone of fifty thousand dollars
160,000). The price asked for tho steamship Euglo

two hundred and tlfty thousand dollars (S2.M),-
UUJ. *uu IIIV |U ie wuu uwuunu nuu vi*uijrtothousand dollars ($186,000), fcbowing an apparent
tving of sixty-flvo thousand dollars ($85,000\ Tho
teatnship James Adger hae an asking price of one bunredand twenty-live thousand dollars ($126,000), whilo
tie pries for which she was sold wasolghly-tlre thousand
ollars ($86,000), making an apparent saving in the purbaseof this vessel of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.)
But the most remarkable case of success that Mr. Moranhad in reducing tho price asked down to tho price

dually paid was in the purcbn -o of tho steamship Alaatna,where the price asked was one hundred and
wenty thousand dollais ($120,000), wlnle the price paid
ras only twenty-three thousand dollars ($23,000); thus
bowing a saving to the government. In the purchase of
bis single vessel of small value, of ninety-seven thouanddollars ($97,000)1
From these statements, taken from this table, vour

ommittee, with conlldence, appeal to the Senate and the
ountry to Judge whether it was mado in honesty and
;ood faith, with a view of stating Isirly what wore the
ctual prices demanded for tbeso vessels, or with tho
alse and fraudulent purpose of holding out to tho goerntnentand the country the i lea that such vast
mot nts had be n artually saved to the government by
he agency of Mr. Morgan.

MK. MITClinX.
Nor do the committee attach much weight to the certiicateol Mr. Samuel L. Mitchill and several other geutlcnen.whohave given to tho Secretary of the .Navy a

lertillcate that these vessels have been purchased at
ower prices, not than the vessels were worlh. iiot than
he usual market prices at the time, but "at lower prices
ban have usually boon paid by the government."
Neither do your committee place especial confidence In

ihc judgment and opinion of Mr. Samuel L. Mitchill in this
matter, when it appears from the report of the .Secretary
rf the Navy that more than four hundred thousand dollars($400,000; of the amount disbursed by Mr. Morgan
was paid to the firm of S. I,. Mitch.II A Son, of which Mr.
-otmuel L. Mitchill Is supposed to he the senior partuor.

TESTIMONY W MiW YORK HKU( RAM*.
Nor Is It the fact, so far as your committee apon a

diligent Inquiry have been able to learn, that such an
arrangement as that mado by the Secretary of the Navy
with Mr. Morgan baa the sanction ol the Chamber of
rvmnierce, or of any other mercantile community on
the face of the earth. And It would be strsngo
Indeed If It wero so. No usage can prevail or
bo established among any Intelligent and upright
community that does not rest upon the solid basis of
common tense, common hom-siy and sagacity. Your
committee, believing that no merchant in pocgcsslou of
his ordinary mental faculties could be guilty of the absurdityof employ mg an agent to buy for him a vessel
and make his com ;m-i sat ion entirely dependent upon the
price he should pay. and to increase In proportion to the
extravagance of the mm |>atd, applied to several gentlemenwh tn they nip sited to have knowledge on the subject,and inquired of them If they evysr knew of such an
arrangement, and they have, without exception, answeredIn I he negative. To other gentlemen ihey nave ap
phed In writing, and. among 01 here, to the President or
the Chamber or Commerce of the city of New York, askingth* same quod ion. and'n no Instance have they recarvedan afhrmative answer.

fine of the Vice President* of the chamber of Commerce,In anstvor to a letter addressed to the Preaident
(the President being absent from the city), encloses the
ratss of commissions recommended by the Chamber in
cases where uo express agreement is made, arid in that
list of commissions two and one-half per cent la set
down ss the commission for purchasing or selling vessels;but he adds:."In ths sale of vessels, as In the purchases,broksrs are frequently employed, and In
lucb cases a brokorago Is generally agreed
upon by the pgrties selling." Two and a half per cent,
instead of being, us stated by the Sec clary, the least
possible expense or charge. Is the very highest over
lanctioned or recommended by the Chamber of Com
merce. The ordinary com|>ensiitlon In New York Tor a

broker,or commission merchant, for making a large purchase,is generally, if net always, regulated by contract,
ind does not exceed half the sum paid by the Secretary
jf the Navy to Mr. Morgan, and In such l-irge purchases
is those made by him for the government should hot exwedone-fourth of one per cent. J
Your committee can well rhiaglne (but a |iersou do-irous

>f selling a vessel, and whom neces-ut e« are urgent,
night deem It expedient to contract Willi a broker to
nuke a sale of her, and, to «:vc Kitmidus to his enoris In
hat direciioo, might well ay lnni a commission to be
egulaied by the amount ior which ha should fwll the
est el. In that c.t*e n would lie lor the interest of
)kHi piincipal and agent to procure tin higuest peslbls
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rimTil forhia, it Is for Um interest of Um principal to
procure Um vmm! Iter Um to«Mt price, and II wottm be
Um height of absurdity, to such a Sine, Car him to make
It fur Uh> interest of his own agent to beunthtthful to htm,
and to compeseats him maat liberally for buying at Um
highsal r&u>.

bout Um time this tautence aum waa paid to Mr.
Morgan for Umbo trifling serrioM, or Immediately pre.
ceding it, several of the moat prommeal, patriotic aad
public apirited citizens of New York, of great experience
and bitfh reputation, had organised themselves into a
Union Defence Committee, and for daya and weeks; if not
for months, they devoted their time and talents to supplyingthe wants and necessities of the government, withoutever having received or asked, as your committea.
have been informed and believe,a single dollar for their
services; and there oaa be no doubt that there ere aad
have beeu numbers of patriotic merchants in New York,
eminently qualified for the duty, who would have cheerfullyperformed this work for the government without
any charge whatever.

Kimuau Decisions.
But your committee repudiate entirely the idea that

commissions on sales, or purchases, or disbursements,
constitute a proper mode of cdmitensating an officer or

agent of the government for services. The subject of
compensation for ministerial services, and the rules and
principles justly applicable thereto, came under the con
alderatiou or Sir William Scott, afterwards Lord Stowell,
in the cose of the Kendsberg; reported in the sixth of
Robinson's Admiralty Reports, page 143.
The marshal of his court had presented a claim for fees

for services ia the removal and sale of a prlne ship, on
the value of which he claimed commissions. In iho
course of the eluborato opinion delivered by that great
Judge, Hie following principles were declared-..

1. All fees of office have their foundation in some
competent authority assigning a lair guanine* meruit for
the particular service, or must be supported as n claim
for work and labor.

2. A percentage charge or commission on value, cannotbe maintained, either for work and labor, or on the
ground of respbnsibility; and nothing con be more char
than that, of all possible modes of remuneration, a percentageis the least consonant to general principles of
equity.

3. " 1 do most entirely repudiate all auaiogy between
mercantile profits and official charges." " The merchant
phurufu hid ffnmmiulfin hoMiiBA Ha Ia a marrhant » ir<>

After going on to state with characteristic clearness the 1
very different grounds on which commissions and official
fees rest, he adds:." I do therefore, txamino, expungo
from tho vocabulary ot the court the very term cominls-
sion,as faros it relates to services performed by the
marshal, or any officer of tbis court." The whole reasoningof the Court in this Judgment goes with great forco
against compensating official services with commissions,
aflor the custom of merchants, in which the committee
entirely concur.

CKNSCtt or SRCRMTARY WKLLES AND MR. MORGAN.
It is said to be necessary not only that justice should

bo done, but that the public should be satisfied that it is
done; and in this view your committee regret that in tho
city of New York a man oould not have been fouud to
transact this business for the Navy l.'epartment out of
the family connection of the Secretary; for, however
pure ana honest his purpose may have been in the selection,it cannot fail to give rise to suspicions that other
motives than a single purpose to subserve the public interestsmay possibly have influenced the choice that was
made.
The time, too, at which this arrangement was made,

by which such a vast and disproportionate amount of- the
public money was paid for so inconslderabls a service,
was peculiarly unfortunate. The country was-engaged
in a war in which its very existence was at stake. Tho
nation had been aroused, and was contributing men
and money without stint to defend the national life, vindicatetho national honor, and restore the rightful supremacyof the constitution and the laws. Tho energies
and the industry of the country were to be taxed as
they never had boen before, and the pressing necessities
of the government bad compolled it to reeort to new
and untried sources of revenue. Tho but of poverty and f
the splendid mansion of wealth were alike called upon to «
aid in bearing the burden which rebellion and civil war s
bad thrown upon the nation. All this was borne, and
would have been borne cheerfully, if the taxpayers had
seen or been convinced that their money was to be faithfullyand economically applied to the purposes Tor which
it was raised; hut when tbey see immense sums squanderedon personal or political favorites for small and inconsiderable(services, confidence iu the government is
impaired, public credit is paralyzed and the very existenceof the nation is imperilled.
The seventy thousand dollars of the public money now

in the hands of Mr. George D. Morgan, in equity and
good conscience, belongs to the government and not to
him, and should at once be restored to the national treasury,and such reasonable compensation for his services
paid to him as Justice may require.

THE TRAITORS IN OFFICE.

Important Repor t of tlie Potter InvestigatingCo mmlttee.
The long expected report of the Potter Investigating

Committee, appointed by the House of Representatives
at tho extra session, to investigate the cases of disloyal
clerks and other persons in the employment of the go*
vernment, has at length been completed, and will be presentedto-day. More than five hundred charges have
been thoroughly examined, with excellent effect in some
'nstances, and with very unsatisfactory evidence In
others.
The clerks in the various public departments aro

nearly alt more or less compromised by the results of
this investigation. The principal charges against them
are sympathy with the rebellion, abuse of trust reposed
in mem, ana me general expression 01 treasonable ana

disloyal sentiments.
TUB CHIROM AOarXST MSTIUrT ATTORXRT CARRTCOTOK.
The evidence in this case discloses the fact that last

summer, while be was captain of a volunteer company in
Washington (as well as District Attorney), bis troops
were ordered up to Seneca Mills, in Maryland; but he refusedto go, saying that "he would not invade his native
State," and that he "could not lift his hand against his
mother." At another time he is charged with saying he
"would not invade Virginia." The evidence goes to show
that he notwithstanding received his par as captain and
kept the offlco of District Attorney,given him by a memberof a republican administration. The committee conclude"that Captain Carrington'ssympathies are divided,
and that such men cannot be trusted to repress the rebellionor to defend the constitution and ihc laweT'
BOW LIRUTEHART COURTS!. MAYKADTKR AILlSD THR TRAITOR

nOYD IK BIS TREAROKS.
This officer holds the position of assistant to the chief

of ordnance. The principal charges affecting his loyalty
are:.first, that he was a party to the effort. in Decern tier,
1880, of John B. Floyd, then Secretary of War, to remove
cannon to ths South, under the pretence of arming fortificationsat Galveston and Ship Island, which, in fact, had
no existence; but In reality, to furnish the munitions of
war for the intended rebellion: and. second, that he was
a party to the sale by Floyd of 100,000 or moro muskets
to A. A. Belknap, and 20,000 to other parties, in violation
of law, nnd to tho great detriment of the public service,
the object being to disarm tbe government and to arm its
enemios. Tbe first of tU< se charges was formally preferredby Colonel rralg, of the Ordnance Department, lu
June last, against Major Maynadicr, to which the latter
answered iu a letter to Adiutant General Thomas, dated I
the 2lst of the samo month. Re says:.

I was not called on for any information as to the
condition of any fortifications on the Guff coast.
The Secretary of War sent for mo and gave me a
positive order to send the cannon pertaining to
the armament of tho forts on Ship Inland and at Ualves
ton to those forts. I jknow not and it did not becomeme to inquire into the reasons or motives of the
Secretary of War for giving in order clearly within his
province. My duty was obedience and not questioning,
and I simply obeyed. I asce; mined trom the Engineer
Dopartn^nt what kind and calibre of guns run pored the
armament of these forts, and tho proper kind, so ascertained,were directed to be sent. Artkfie 00, Ordnance
Regulations of 1S62, prescribes that "the arming of per
mnnent fortifications will bo specially directed by the
Secretary of War."
The principal witness on this charge is General 11. G.

Wright, or Im Lngiueer corps. liu swears tliat Major
Mnynadter applied to hitn Tor information regarding the
number of gone for fortification* at Galveston and Ship
Inland,and that hia anawor wo* as follow*:.
My reply to the question wag, in effect, that the work*

referred to wore In no condition to receive their arma-
menu, that the first mentioned was not defensible, not
being prepared for its drat tier of guns even, and that, at
the second, the ground for laying the foundations of the
fort had not been broken, and finally, that the guns would
not only he useless there, but in the way of any o|iera
tions of construction. I stated to him, moroover, tbit
the armament of the works had never been fixed by the
armament board, and that, while 1 could give him the
number of guns the plana contemplated, I could not give
liim their calibre. In answer to this, he slated, in effect,
that he ha<l the positive order of the Secretary of War to
send the guns, and that while ho was bound to obey the
order he was not responsible for its propriety, and re.
quested me to give him the information be wanted. This
request I ss far complied frith aa to ahow him tha plans
of the works, count the number pieces of ordnance Tor
which they were designed, and nrgiva him my opinion aa
to what tha kind and calibre should bo.

In answer to mauy other Questions the witness further
stated that he "pruaumed that the pur|>ose of tho Secretaryof War, Mr. Floyd, waa to place a large number of
heavy guns In positions where Ihoy could be eelzed by
tbe rebel* or disaffected authorities of the Gulf States, aa
I could see no other purpose in sending the guns to those
places at that time." He adds .
"I was se fully Impressed with this idea that I presentedthe whole metier to General J. G. Tot ten, at that

time In this city, but not then on duty in the Engineer
Pei«rtment; and he submitted a statement of tbe Tacts
in a note to General Scott. What further action waa
taken in the matter! am unable to state positively, but 1
I understand tliat the detention of tho gune at Pittsburg
grew out of General Scott's action."

Lieutenant Colonel Maynadler dwells at leDgth upon
the feet that the duty of ordering the armament of Tor-
liflcations belongs to ihe Secretary of War. But Captain
H. O. fnow General) Wright testifies before the Military
i omtniuea, vi me usual course pursuen,mai.I
" Tho Engineer Department reporti to the Secretary

of War that the particular work la ready for the whole
or a part of Its armament, describing the armament
needed It then remains for the Secretary of War te orderthe armament to be aii|ft>liod or not, ns be may aee
fit. The order goea to the Ordnance Itopartment, I be-
llevo." Colonel Craig, for ten years at the head of the
Ordnance Department, lutes on oath before the same
committee, " that when fortlflcations are ready for
armament the usual pra-tlce Is for the Chief Engineer to
notify the Chief of Ordnanco that the fortMtcatlon la
ready for Its guns, naming the kind; his communication
la referred »o the Secretary of War, who dlrec'a the executionof It.''
This Is the testimony of b»gh officers of the army, and

there la no doubt that Lieutenant Colonel M iyna<l er, In
executing the order of EJoyd for the transmission of one
liundred and forty oae of the largest cannon from Pittsburgto the (Inlf of Mcxlro, no doubt tlld It with the f II
knowledge that one of the forte was nnfln ahud and Ihe
other not yet b'gun. It is scarcely less c.ear that May

I
iodise must have known or believed (kit the object of
Floyd in giving the orderm to diearm tho government
md warm iu robot onomioo. He speaka wttb orMoot
pride in (bo letter quoted above,aad which win bo
priMod at large in the evtdaooe.of the oootdaMereMeedin hia by Jeflbrsoo Davis and Floyd; of their fre
l«ant consultations with him in preference to kisaapertar,Colonel Craig, and It in therefore not to be believed
ihat he would have withhold an opinion from the Secretaryof War In regard to tho Impropriety of rending canionto the Gulf ooaat to arm fortifications which had no

xhtance, from motivee of mere modeaty. He aaya that
his duty waa obedience, not questioning." This, aa a

general rule, is oorrtet; but in aoase of palpable treatonon the part of a high official, passive obedience in the
nferior ceases to be a duty and becomes a crime.
fhe following items given by Lieutenant Colonel Maynailerin hia letter of exculpation to Adjutant General Thomas,shows ths relations then existing betwoon Jefferson

Davis and Floyd, and It also shows that he was a favorite
with both of those traitors:.

'I never gave aid aad counsel to the evil designs of 8snotariesDavis or Floyd, or any other Secretary of War.
* Each of those Secretaries was distinctlyinformed by me that it was embarrassing to me
tad contrary to military propriety to oonsult me in relardto alTairs of the Ordnance Bureau when ths chief of
the department was present, and that I requested that it
might not be done. I may add that each of them replied
in eubatance that they had a right to obtain information
pertaining to the War Department from any officer of tho
urmy;that Colonel Craig either did not-understand his
professional business or could not explain it intelligibly,
ind that they should exercise the right or sdudlng for
ind interrogating ma whenever they thought proper to
io so. Whonover thev did so I wave tliem mv views
honestly, u4 their dectaking or mu, after hearing these
views, are Iheir own, anil i sib in nowlbe responsible for
them."

'ibis statement goes to show that Lieutenant Colonel
Maynadier enjoyed the confidence of Davis and of Floyd,end the actual displacement of Colonel Craig us Chief of
Ordnance, on the 17th of November, I860, in order to
make room for Maynadier at the moment when the work
if disarming the government and arming of the dlsaflecttdstates was to be consummated by the traitor Floyd, is
i most significant fact, which eannot be loet sight oi In
this investigation. From the letter of Lieutenant Colonel
Mayuadier to Adjutant Genoral Thomas, the committee
have already cited the following passago:."1 ascertained
Yom the Knginecr Department what kind and calibre
if guns composed the armament of these forts, and the
proper kind so ascertained was directed to be sent." In
his report to Secretary Floyd, dated I'eccmbor 21,1860,
he says:."I have ordered forty-two columbiads and four
thirty-two pounder guns to be sent to the fort on Ship
Island; also seventy columbiads and seven thirty-two
pounder guns to the fort at Galveston harbor.
There pieces of ordnance belong to the regular armamentsof the respective forts. This is what Lieutenant

Jolonel Maynadier culls a strict and literal fulfilment of
lis subordinate duties. General Wright had informed
lim: first, that the fort at Ship Island was iu no condition
o receive an armament; second, that the ground had
lot been broken at Galveston for the construction of the
ort; and third, that the armament of the forts had nevsr
>een fixod by the Armament Board.
After comparing the evidence of General Wright, an

ntelligent, distinguished and highly honorable witness,
villi Lieutenunt Colonel Maynadior's report to Floyd,
rour committee submit that the latter displays a facile
eadiness to carry out the treasonable scheme of his supe

ioras much at the expense of truth as Of the public
veal. Aud this brings the committee to the consideralonof the second charge of disloyally winch lias been
irefsrred against Lieutenant Colonel Maynadier.
On the 30th of October, 1860, Colonel Craig made an

official report to the War Department, stating that the
itockof muskets of all kinds in the public service, iuiludingthe army, navy and marine corps, amounted to
inly "630,000, dispersed among the arseuals of the oounrv."In former years, he states, the number had been
learly 700,000, and was not then considered too great Cor
he fountry. He at the same time insists that "no
lirther redifction by sales of the old model serviceable
irms should be allowed until our arsenals are better
mpplied."
On the lllh of the month of November Colonel Craig

vaa relieved from duty aa head of the Ordnance Bureau,
md on the 22d of the tame month Maynadicr was Bubitltutedin hla place. The day preceding the ap|x>lntment
i proposition was made te Floyd by A. A. Belkuap "to
mrchaae of the department from one to two hundrod and
Ifty thousand of United States flint locks and attered'perlussionmuskets, and to have the same delivered to me
>r my agents in New York city." This fact is taken from
ftolknap's evidence before the Military Committee of the
ast Houseeof Representatives, Report No. 86, which your
:ommittee have felt at liberty to use in this connection:
"As originally written," says Belknap, "the proposal

was for two dollars per gun; but the words 'and fifteen
wants' were interlined before the paper was presented to
the War Department."
On the back of said letter Is the following endorsement:."Thewithin proposition is accepted to tho extent

of one hundred thousand muskets, and as many more up
to the maximum number as the service will spare."
Signed J. B. Floyd. Secretary ofWar.
Subsequently Floyd, by a strange freak, professed to

discover that the price for which the arms were sold was
less than he supposed when he accepted the bid, and
said that they should not bs delivered for less than $2 60
per musket. Belknap leaves us to infer that tho new
terms were accepted, and says that " Secretary Holt re
fuses to give me the guns."
Lieutenant Colonel Maynadlor speaks or this transac

tion as a msre bid on tho part of Belknap, and declares
that " Not a single musket has be«n sold to Belknap at
any price." According to the testimony of Colonel Craig
bo:ore the Military Committee, 10,000 muskets were
sold to G. B. Lamar on the 24th day of November, 1800.
6,000 to the State of Mississippi on the 4th of liecemher,
and 6,000 to the State of Louisiana ou the 16th of tho
same month. All these sales, then, occurred within less
than a month after the removal of Colonel Craig and tho
appointment of Lieutenant Colonel Maynadter, and Immediatelysubsequent to the appearance of Colonel Craig's
report, in which be protests against the sale of more
imall arms.
Colonel Craig states that only 60,000 of tho 141,000

trms sold during Floyd's administration of the War I'<e[>artmentwere advertised, as required by the law of
load, sua lust no pioiosiou ngaiosi i uruiui g,»ius. rue

sooaequence wm hit removal, and the substitution or
lieutenant Colonel Maynadier, under whom these tmnensesales were made to aid the cause of treason by a
lorrupt violation of law.
The 20.000 last mentioned were sold to parties and to

Slates in open or threatened rebellion against the governnent.andtbo fact was as well known then that they
vere to be used against the government of the United
Itatos as it is now.
In the evidence of Belknap he mentions George Saunters,a well known traitor, as one of his advisers in the

>urchasc of the 100,000 muskets. The whole conduct of
'loyd leaves not a doubt that he believed he was making
sale to parties in the iuterest of the rebellion, and it
rere affectation to suppose thut in annulling the original
.greement at the rate or $2 15 be was actuated by houirableor patriotic motives. The only rational explanaionof his conduct, In cancelling the contract, therefore,
s to be found in the supposition that he discovered (list
mistake had boen made, and that his fellodr conspirators
»uld not obtain possession of the arms.

It is a remarkable fact that the Secretary of War has
lismlssed, by the advice of the Adjutant General, all
base charges of treason and corruption as unworthy of
nvestlgatlon.

TUK MTVUMUrT CHARGE* AGAINST t'AVMASTKH DOIMiK.
The evidence of James W. Double, a clerk in the Navy

lepartment, goes to show that during the last l'resideio
ial campaign, and subsequent to the election of Mr. I,tn

uln,he had frequent occasion to go to the counting room
if Uoyce, Thomas & I lodge. The Thomas referred to is the
tdjutant General Of the Army.
Robert P. Dodge, says the witness, several times engagedme In conversation on the subject of i>olitice. » *

\lter endeavoring to convince me, as formerly, that the
'epublicans wore wrong and that the South was right,
ind referring to Ins Bible to prove his positions, hut withoutsuccess .no remarked, in a manner which surprised
jie, that "Mr. Lincoln could never be inaugurated." And
sheii I asked him why, he replied."Some one will kill
11 in " Bsmarking that he ought not to utter such south
menta lest he might tempt less Intelligent and conscloii-
Ltous person* to attempt a IiilQ.mout or his prediction, I
left lite place of business. This woe after Mr. Llncolu had
been elected.
Another witness, William H. Craig, swear* that he

kaowl I'lymnstor Robert I'. I lodge, and " that the fdSilagS
and s}in,>utlilcs of his family are with the i&mlheru secessionists."
A third witness. T. J. Lugenbeel.swears that Mr.Dodge

"is generally regarded in the city of Qeorgetown as a secessionist."
Mr. McCobb is or was appointed clerk to Mr. Dodge, cs

paymaster. The first wilness, Stephen H. Sherman,
"wars. "I am well acquainted with John McCobb, who is
lerk to Robert I', lanlge, a paymastor in the army. *

* 1 know, from repeated conversations with McCobb.that he is n rabid secessionist.the most bitter I
ever heard talk; I know him well."
William H.Craig swears, "1 know McCobb, clerk for

Dodge, paymaster, lie ts a secessionist sll over."
T. J. I.ngenbeol swears that "MoCobh, clerk to Dodgo,

le a secessionist; I have heard him aay so."
Another witness also swears that Uoyce. iho partner of

Dodge and Thninas, is a violent secessionist; and, In a

word, there 8ecm« to have been but onn fooling among
tho parting, that of deep sympathy with the rebel enemiesof tlie country.

All this evidence those caaes leaves but little doubt
of the disloyalty of Mr. Dodgt nud his clerk, Mr. Met obb.
rilK IMUNOM OF list"TC*ACT HAI.B.SON OF MIRttMAN'R HATTKSV.
William II. Craig swears that Lloyd Harrison was also

appointed lieutenant under the patronage of the Adjutant
Uoneral He wont to Alexandria atid enlisted in Shafer's
company. He came bock and boasted that he held a commiesion.notwithstanding be had eultaled in the rebel
army. He wasappointed a lieutenant through the intl.isnceof t.enerai Thomas. Says now he was drunk when
he enlisted In the rebel army. T. J. Lugenbeel swears
that iJoyd Harrison, Second Lieutenant in Sherman's
battery, is generally regarded as a secessionist. I have
beard him utter secession sentiments,
rust cask or ax-OAansxn johh watt, now liictbnact

t SITBI) KTATFX AKMY.
John Watt previously occupied the position of gardener,

under Mr. Buchanan at the While House, but has since
rccelvod the appointment of a First Lieutenant In the
United States Army.
The Postmaster of tho city of Washington, Lewis Clep.

bane, swears that John Watt, gardennr at the President's
House, "has the reputation of being In league with the
teeeesion lets; his sssociatlons are such as to lead any one
10 th regard him."
John Plant, an employe at the Capitol, testifies that

"the associations of John Watt, gardener at the President'sHouse, are with known secessionists, and intimatelyso."
H. W. tiray, of Phlladoipkia. testifies that on the

Sunday week following tho battle of Bull run he
met John Watt, gardener at tho Preeidcnt'e
House, at the St. lawronce Hotel in Philadelphia.
Heard Watt say that "Hhe Southern confederacy
must ho acknowledged; that the Ikilted States never
could conquer tlw> South." He also sail) that 'the officersof the fedeial army were of r.o account, and spoke
highly of the Southern officers, and eatd that Jsff. Davis
was the best, and brnvest man in America." fh the
course of furiher conversation, Watt said that " tho re
d»i al nrmy was coin|Po-tMl of rubbish, and that the eoldierswere cowards."
Ftauklft Smith, of Philadelphia, teatlAes to beiag ,>ra-

$

MUUwtt. Liwnbm Bout, Philadelphia, via Ikf
conversation took ptaoa alladed to by the former wlliia,
Ha corroborate* tha tbora aUlamaat, and add* that
TTall a Ihal mmlMi " abased tha fadanl army, shying,
thai li waa ooaapased of rubbish, aad that thay war*
eowarda." Tha witnees farther atataa that Watt and hid
.nh». aa tha occasion alladed to. " vara much
olatad at tha raaolt or tha battla of Ball ran, aad wara
Tory fraa In expressing their foalinga."

ItatMl PORTEB'I DIVItlOM.
OUB HALL'S HILL COBKEBJ'ONDEJfCK.

Hall's Hill, Ca*f Potm, Jan. 90,1M.
Rainy Day* and tts JoUitia of Camp Life.The Mmimrt

tit* qf a Tritnm* Corresjxmdtmt Shown Up.Odometer
Wive* Sharing »Camp IAfe" with Their Husband*
This Division Beady and Annions to PnU Up Stakeg
and Meet the Mnemy.Improved Sanitary Condition of tk.
Troops, de., Sc.
London in a fog.a vary common condition for tha Englishcapital to ba in, by the way.forma, if 1 rightly ra.

mbmber, the subject of the Initial chapter of one of Dickens'novels. Camp life in a rain storm.a vary Trimscondition,justdow, of army life this skteof tha Potomac.aflbrdaa theme admitting tha same elaborate da-
scriptlon. I am not certain, indeed, but that Dickens,
with those sharp seeing eyes of his, and that queer talent
for delving, analysing and detailing the multifariously
quaint phases ef human character, would find here wMer
scope for graphic description than in the whole of London*
with its miles of streets and acres of housetops darkened
by an overhanging, leaden, doll, Impenetrable fag. everyspecies of winter weather indigenous to this climate
has been ours for several days. There have been snow and
hall, and sleet and rain, and the state of the roads
has vacillated from the Icy hardness and slipperyness
of the Central Park ponds, in their palmiest slutisg periods,to the deepest mud and slush prevalent in the
down town streets of New York under the olden regime
of ex-street cleaner Aroularius. Proteus, with all )>is
power of changeabloncss, never assumed more diverseformsthan our weather. Pluvius is to-day in the ascendency.It rained at reveille, at dinner call, and itrainsstill.a continuous, dismal, soaking rain. In ordinarytimes and places, this kind o£ rainy weather, unintermittedfor forty sight hours, drives men to forget
their families and debts, to rash purchases of strychnine,,
razor sharpening and unchristian experiments with pistols,hempen rope, and the capacity of water to produce
asphyxia. Here it is different. These are not ordinary
times, and this is not an ordinary place. The outburstlngstorm brings outbursts of mirth, the clatter of the
rain on the canvass tents re-echoes the clatter of bomaa
feet, attuned to the merry dance; voices rise in wag,
keeping symphony with the wintry wind, and the story
aud boisterous jest go round with the circling blaft.
Thcro is merriment everywhere. Only those on guard,
have to woutlier the storm, and these, after their twohours'sfcntlnol duty and drenching, join in the merry
scenes with more appreciative gusto. A rainy day in I
tbo soldiers' holiday, his day of sunshine, to speak paradoxically.Daily drills aro dispensed with, and alt areallowedto enjoy themselves iu their own tents and intheirown way.

I will not attempt to describe these tent scenes. Thediirereuttents in auy regiment.and it is the samw
throughout all the regiments.present a combined pictureof social enjoyment and industrial occupation, songsinging,dancing, speech making, clothes mending, letter
writing, gun cleaning, auctions, card playing, sleeping1
and cooking, that only the pencil of a master artist can
delineate with any approach to fidelity; end there ird
impromptu comical utterances unsurpassed by all tho
masterly cunning of the most facile pen ever wielded.
IxKiklng on these scenes gives a terrible shock to one's
preconceived notions about tho terrible sufferings of ourpoorsoldiers. The fsct is, our soldiers are a set of Jolly
fellows, and tbey enjoy their present life with a keen z> st,
and that, too, despite the pictured fctrdships of prating
pseudo philanthropists, who go about money collecting*
under the pretext of expending it in providing comforts for
the soldiers, and the fearful imaginings of timid women*
in whose minds tho very name soldier is only siggestive
of leaky tents, wet ground, hairless mattresses, shoddy
DianKeis, urcaii 01 auieuuuvian age, porn 01 ranoiu luuncss,roarted pea decoction for coffee, and rebel rtflea
peering behind every tree. Thie is piling on the imaginationstrong. The truth ie there is not a soldier this
side of the Potomac who has not himself to blanie if he
has not a good tont, a bountiful supply of warm woollen
blankets, and abundance of wholesome fqed. This statementis capable of clear elucidation. Aside from what
the government furnishes, all needed necessities hare
been provided through the State authorities and private
benevolence. As for the rebel rifles, they arc things
more "heard tell of" than heard in reality. I repeat
what I have said: our soldiers are jolly fellows, and they
are particularly jolly on a rainy day. As to the jollity at'
the officers, rrrtnm Kit. They know bow to enjoy themselves,rain or no rain, and it Is a knowledge they exercisewith a moet appreciative intelligence. ThocwMwe
of the Fifth Avenue Hotel is but little superior, and
ditto ef the stomachical fluid recommended by Paul to
Timothy.

Proverbial as is the license of newspaper correspondents,that taken by a correspondent of the Til.unt relative
to Oen. Kitzjdbn Porter, in command of this division, goes
beyond the boundary of ordinary newspaper license. This
scribbler, following in the mendacious wake ot his employingeditors, mentions Gcucral Porter as having taken
a very active part in returning fugitives, and on this
statement predicates the assertion that his chances for
confirmation as brigadier general have lessened very mar
terially from what they were some time ago. Here are
two falsehoods In as many lines. In the Ursi place, GeneralPortor has never returned, or made any effort to return,a single fugitive slave who baa come within his
lines: ami in the second place, he was confirmed as brigadierin July last. 80 much for so much. As for General
Porter, I may add, In this connection, that there H no
commander of any division of the Potomac army who has
more sedulously striven to carry oat tho proclaimed programmeof the administration, both as regards fugitive
slaves and the goneral policy of the war, the statement*
of Senator Wilson to the contrary notwithstanding. lie
is willing the government -ball make any inquiries into
his official conduct. Hut none will be made. His fealty
and sound Judgment are undoubted. Soldierly courage
and ability aro set forth in every line of his past
record, in the Mexican war no was brevetted
three timds for gallant conduct. A graduate of West
Point. <X high scholarship, one of the youngest generals in
the Northern aruny, and one of tho handsomest, too.he
is culled handsome Fitrjohn.he gives splemli promise
for the future, and it is believed that his unwritlen record
will udd brilliant lustre to ids print career, Alitalia mil,.
bin headquarters, the tents of bio Brigadier Generals,
save that of General Moru!l,wbo Is still at Minor's Hill,
are In close proximity to his. All live in tenia, unil that
of bla own has no covering for the groi.nd except cedar
boughs: so tluit In the matter of camp lile be roughs It
equally with the humblest private in bis ronunanil. Havingunder bun such b igado commondura as GeneraisMorel],Martlndale and ButtarfltM.and aoeh a glorloua
coinbiniitlou of gallant and woll disciplined regiments aa
constitute bis brigade, I have only to say that, when the
time for moving and action does come, this division will
be as brave as the bravest, and If there la such a thing aa
being covered with glory, they will come out of the contest,lieit short or long*, resplendent with the glory of
heroic deeds. ^^B

1 have alluded above to the appreciative intelligence
of oqr otlleers In the manner of enjoying themselves.
To see soldierly anil domestic comfort most agreeably
blonde I, ouc has only to look into tho oamp habitations
of toino of our colonels. Kit Carson, In all the imlmlueaa
of his pioneer life, never occupied n more comioi table log ^^B
cabin tbau that of Colouel Woodbury, of the Fourth ^^B
Michigan regiment. 11 is small, it is true, but c<>mi>actr
cosy and elaborately set otf with patriotic and war
emliloms. His regiment built the cabin and introduced ^^B
the oruamantationa ami abettors to comfort. His wifo la ^^B
with him, and her choerful and refining pro?enco adds ^^B
an attractive picture of comfort. A young man, ho has ^^B
shown himself possessed of an old heu'l, and as plucky ^^b
as ho is sagacious. Colonel Black, of the Sixty second ^^b
pc&usylvaiiia regiment, formerly Governor oi Nebraska,
occui !es a cabin of larger dimensions and with Interior ^^b
ap|>olntmentH equally suggestive of home comrorts. He
has his wife aud two daughters with him, the letter ^^b
grown up oaugiiters. noted for (wrsonal beauty end ^^b
1 leu: ing Intelligence. Rut the most social cabin of all
is vfao oho occupied by Colonel MeQuade, of the Four- ^^b
tcunth New York Volunteers, and his accompllslied lady. ^^b
lie has hosts of visiters, having the other day no loss ^^b
than sixteen at dinner with hiin, and more than half of ^^b
these ladies. He Is sa wldo awake a host as lie Is a colo- ^^b
nel. Ills men love him as they would a father; but now ^^b
they are greatly troubled lest he may he tnade a Hriga- ^^b
dicr General, of which there Is a strong talk. I might go ^^b
on and enumerate other colonels of this division who ^^b
have their wives with Uiem: but these will suflloe. One
thing Is certain, that the moat salutary cfleet attends the ^^b
presence of officers' wives In camp. It takes otf the
rough edge of campaign life. ^^b

lu my fast lotter 1 alluded to the impartial cioslro of ^
this divlxiou 10 be called luto notion. They are still
ready and anxious to moot the enemy. But It Is not an
Intemperate anxiety. All the men have MMn In the ad- H
ministration, and are willing to bide the tlma whim the ^^B
order to pull up stakes Is promulgated, as come it must
sooner or later. As C<t Cenentl llc'lellnn, c.u li day the
confldenro In him Is strengthened. ^^B
A word about the sanitary condition of the division

and I will draw my lottertoa chine. Instead of deierloratIngIn health, as one would suppose would be ^^B
the rase In the present rainy and Inclement ^^B
months, there are now msny less on the
sick list than s month ago. Taking General Morell's
brigsle as a sample, which contains over four thousand
men there were reported this morninglo Pr. Waters,
our Brigade Burgeon, only one hundred and thirty-foar
sick and in quarters. I know thut in the Xinth Mussa-
cbusetls regiment there are only sixteen not thong held ^^B
duty, which, considering (hat Ihls is a full regiment of ^^B
over a jhousand men, is a tact to be wondered at. and on* ^^B
omphatically showing that men may llvo In camp and ^^B
maintain got.d health. ^^B

A Vetera* Missionary- Killed.
IIusiox, Jan. 37,18»I2. H

Rev. Tl. fl. 0. Dwight, the veteran missionary, late of ^^B
Constant Inople, was the gentleman killed on the Troy and
Holland Railroad on Hatnrday. H# has been a missionary ^^B
of the American Board in Turkey since 1833, and was on

a brlor visit to this oouutry. lis has two sons In the ^^B
Union army. ^^B
Trains on Kastern roads expsrisseed but little detention ^^B

from the storm, and to day sro running on time. Trains ^^B
on the Grand Trunk Railroad from Canada wars tcmpora- ^^B
rily interrupted, but the tracks are now reported cloar. ^^B

Travel on the Haslrrn Railroads.
llttttOKI-OKI, Jan. 27,1849H

All trains are behind lime on the Housalonlc, Nr ^^B
tuck and Musi on roads. No train has com* throng
day c -.-.ticr load H


